ith books now being read on mobile devices like iPads, Kindles, and even smart phones, it's easy to forget how much the format of a standard book has changed since the nineteenth century. Publishing techniques and books themselves have transformed so much in the intervening years that it's hard for us to imagine the effort and care that went into editing, typesetting, illustrating, and preparing a manuscript for publication 150 years ago. Then as now, visual elements enhance the reader's understanding of a work in a way that changes the reading experience. As Alice wonders before she goes down the rabbit hole, "What is the use of a book … without pictures or conversations?" (Carroll 1870).
Many consider the late nineteenth century to be a high point for book illustration. This time period pre-dates widespread use of photography as illustration and publishing techniques were improved to the point that many more readers could afford to purchase books. At the same time, the magazine industry was hitting its stride in England, and artists drew illustrations or political cartoons for magazines like Punch. Notable among this group were George Cruikshank and Hablot Knight Browne, or Phiz. The illustrations were often for comic intent and this style crept into book illustration as well (Goldman 2004 The production process was slow due to the high standards employed, but early books from this press were stunning.
with 27 illustrations by George Cruikshank.
• With the help of a Faculty Development Grant, Dr. Tonya Howe has designed a website, http:// cerisia.cerosia.org/gomatos/, to make the resources of the Gomatos collection electronically accessible to the public and to serve as an extensible tool for the sharing of student-authored digital media relevant to the collection. Marymount University plans to digitize additional selections that are past copyright protection to make them more widely available, but for now classes and visitors can make appointments during regular business hours to use the materials in this special collection. For more information on accessing the collection, visit http://www.marymount. edu/academics/lls/collections/ specialCollections/ gomatos.aspx. 
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